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We recruit rising juniors who have an interest or are involved in biomedical or behavioral sciences research and want to pursue a Ph.D. or combined doctoral degree.
We provide engaging opportunities to form a culture of students that are actively participating in thought-provoking discussions to understand unknown topics in science and technology. In addition, students are exposed to biomedical science research and personal mentoring from not only their faculty mentor but as well as the program’s leadership team.
We offer students a unique community to strengthen their skills and interest to be successful in the biomedical research career of their choice.
2024-2026 application cycle is now open! 



Overview
MARC U-STAR is a research training program for junior-level undergraduate students majoring in biomedical and behavioral sciences. The program is designed to increase the number of individuals from groups that are underrepresented in biomedical sciences by preparing students for high-caliber graduate training at the Ph.D. level.
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[bookmark: 3]	AboutWe offer our trainees unique opportunities including:
	Research with faculty on campus
	Summer research internships
	Publication of their research findings in scientific journals
	Public speaking opportunities, including local and national forums for scientific research presentations
	Preparation for graduate school or post-baccalaureate programs
	Thesis writing guidance



	BenefitsFellows are supported in their scientific careers by:
	Additional Advising from the program
	Exposure to graduate school recruiters (e.g. group presentations and one-on-one meetings)
	Monthly stipends
	Tuition waivers
	Funded travel to national conferences (e.g. ABRCMS)
	Support and opportunities for summer research opportunities off-campus
	Working in a research lab of your choice within biomedical or behavioral sciences on campus
	Participation in our annual symposium
	Participation in enriching workshops (Refer to our Events section down below)



	EligibilityCandidates must:
	Possess Underrepresented Minority Status (as defined by the National Science Foundation)
	Be starting junior year (apply spring of sophomore year) OR have two years until graduation (completed approximately 60-65 credits)
	Have a GPA of 3.3 or higher
	Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident
	Be enrolled full time at FIU in the natural sciences, physical sciences or behavioral psychology
	Have a strong desire to pursue a career in biomedical or behavioral sciences research (PhD)
	Underrepresented students, military veterans, and students with disabilities are encouraged to apply

Participating students must:
	Be committed to the program for two years
	Be enrolled full time during Fall/Spring Semesters
	Attend at least one Summer Research Experience



	Apply2024-2026 application cycle is now open. Application for 2024-2026 cycle 
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We provide personal mentoring and increased exposure to biomedical research. Our fellows work with their faculty mentors to build the skills needed to succeed in biomedical research and explore their career options.



	Fellows



	Faculty Mentors
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Throughout our program, students - particularly those from underrepresented groups - have the chance to hone their skills and broaden their network.
	Annual Workshops and Events
	Presentation Opportunities
	Departmental Seminar Series
	Other Activities

MARC U*STAR provides interdisciplinary events to fellows ranging from professional to personal development.	Preparation for Graduate School
	Lab Safety Certification

	Study Skills and Resources
	Database & Library Resources

	Responsible Conduct of Research
	Study Skills and Resources

	Science Communication Skills
	Reading Scientific Journal Articles

	Proactive Stress Management
	"Love Yourself: Nutrition and Positive Body Image"

	Mentorship
	Promoting and Cultivating Healthy Relationships

	Becoming your Authentic Self
	Abstracts: What are they and how important are they anyway?

	Women in Science Seminar
	 


	Annual MARC U*STAR Symposium
	Annual Biomedical Research Conference for Minority Students (ABRCMS)
	McNair Scholars Conference
	Undergraduate Research at FIU (URFIU) Conference
	Florida Undergraduate Research Conference (FURC)
	Florida Undergraduate Research Leadership Summit (FURLS)

Scientific seminars increase MARC U*STAR Fellows' exposure to biomedical research. These seminars include the departmental series in Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Biochemistry, etc., as well as the seminars sponsored, for example, by the MARC U*STAR Program, QBIC Program, FIU Biomedical Engineering Program, and the FIU Honors College.	Bimonthly meetings with fellows, Program Director, and Coordinator
	Letter to a non-scientist friend or family member describing her/his research
	Honors Thesis
	Fellows prepare proposals during their junior year and execute and write their thesis during their senior year


	Kick-off and Term-end Informal Gatherings
	Continuous biomedical laboratory research with mentor
	Outreach to local high schools
	Fellows will present to high school students their advice for transitioning into college
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Student Success
MARC U*STAR alumna Janiel Ahkin Chin Tai '16 is a PhD student in the Purdue University Life Science program, studying toxicology. She worked as a remote intern with PepsiCo during the COVID-19 pandemic and will be joining the company as a senior scientist.
Read Janiel's Story
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Campus & CommunityProgram trains undergrads for careers in research

Apr 29, 2022
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Campus & CommunityOutstanding Student Life Award winners serve as a source of pride, inspiration

Apr 5, 2021
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Medicine & Health SciencesHarvard-bound junior earns Goldwater Scholarship

Apr 16, 2020


	[image: ]
Biomolecular SciencesStudents mentored by biomolecular faculty present at Posters-at-the-Capitol

Feb 21, 2020
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Campus & CommunityFIU celebrates outstanding students at annual award ceremony

Apr 10, 2019
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Biomolecular SciencesStudents from Puerto Rico receive support to conduct research in BSI lab

Feb 28, 2019
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Amy D Reid
Program Manager, Professional
  305-348-6662, 305-348-7311
  areid@fiu.edu
  AHC4 427, OE 167
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DeEtta Mills
Director of International Forensic Research Institute; Associate Professor; Chairperson, [...]
  305-348-7410
  millsd@fiu.edu
  OE 116A











			
		
		            
                                        
                                        
                    
                        

Quick Links

 Directory 
 Degrees & Programs 
 Resources 
  Internships & Jobs 
 Scholarships & Fellowships




Undergraduate Advising

Call-Center 305-348-2978
 caseadvising@fiu.edu  
 Advising FAQ




Arts, Sciences & Education

MMC:  305-348-2864 
BBC:   305-919-6000 
 case@fiu.edu 
 Locations - Connect

  Follow CASE on Facebook     Follow CASE on Twitter     Follow CASE on Instagram     Follow CASE on YouTube     Follow CASE on Linkedin  
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